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Dirt Road Wild Trout Festival Newsletter 4, May 2026
Greetings from a relatively balmy Rhodes where the mornings have been crisp to frosty but soon warming up to “semi-balmy”! What lies ahead, will, of course, be rather different! 
The primary purpose of this newsletter is to convey the message that the 2027 event is fully subscribed. From now on, any applicants will have their names placed on a waiting list from where they may be moved to the 2027 participants list in the event that there are any cancellations between now and then.

As per the festival participation application form, I’d like to draw the following items to your attention;

1. Applicants will be advised regarding acceptance or not by 30th June 2026
2. Payment of a 50% confirmation deposit is required by the 31st July 2026
3. The balance due must be paid by 31st October 2026. 
In view of reaching the participants’ limit earlier than expected, confirmation of acceptance will be circulated shortly. Item 2 above then comes into play followed by Item 3. Please note that a lack of compliance will result in cancelation of participation. The slot/s thus made available will, in chronological order, be transferred to applicants on the waiting list. 
On a less seemingly-overbearing note, “oldies” will remember festival-participant Neil Scott who left Rhodes this morning after two busy days on the Bokspruit where, as usual, smaller fish were in abundance. Nonetheless, Scott also landed some 30cm (12-inch) Rainbow trout!
Our WTA member’s luncheon will be held at Walkerbouts on the 16th of August 2026. The object of the exercise is a) to update members on pertinent WTA developments and b) more importantly, an opportunity created to convey our sincere thanks for their continued support. The ongoing Foot and Mouth Disease epidemic has been a fine example of the degree of co-operation and support in a) initially in agreeing to allow festival participants to make use of their waters after all had been closed in January 2026 and b) in agreeing to remain open to the general fly fishing public subject, of course, to compliance with the protocols established at the time for the purpose and which still remain in place. 

Lest we forget, without our riparian members, the Wild Trout Association would cease to exist so festival participants are urged to abide by the protocols. Any changes will be communicated accordingly between now and then.
Cheers,

Dave.  
